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CONPIDENTIAL ATHENS 4459 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, PPOR, GR, US 

SUBJECT: U.S.-GREEK DEFENSE COOPERATION DISCUSSIONS: SOPA, VII, I 

REFS: (A) 76 ATHENS 10905 (DTG 090820Z OCT 76) 

(B) STATE 77246 (DTG 070039Z APR 77) 

1 . DURING MAY 1 1 WORKING GROUP MEETING GREEKS ACCEPTED 
OUR REPORMULATION OP SOFA ARTICLE VII, 1 (REP B) EXCEPT POR THE 
ONE WORD, "SPECIFIC", WHICH LIMITS THE TYPE OP SERVICES 

POR WHICH THE U.S. PORCES WILL PAY. GREEKS EXPLAINED 
THAT "SPECIFIC" WAS TRANSLATED INTO THE SAME GREEK WORD 
(EIDIKOS) AS THE WORD "SPECIAL" TO WHICH THEY HAD 
OBJECTED LAST ROUND (REP A). 
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2. USING THE RATIONALE CONTAINED IN REF B, WE EXPLAINED 
OUR NEED POR INCLUSION OP SOME LIMITING MODIPIER SO 

AS TO AVOID ANY PUTURE CONTROVERSY OVER OUR EXEMPTION 
PROM CHARGES FOR GENERAL SERVICES, WHICH WE EQUATE TO 
TAXES. PREPACING THEIR REPLY WITH A CLAIM THAT THE 
PINANCE MINISTRY WAS STILL DISPLEASED WITH THEIR 
AGREEMENT TO ACCEPT "RECEIVED" IN PLACE OF "RENDERED" 
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IN THE PROVISO SECTION OF THE PARAGRAPH, THE GREEKS 
SAID THE U.S. HAD ENOUGH PROTECTION EROM THAT KIND OE 
LIABILITY WITHOUT ANY MODIEYING ADJECTIVE. BECAUSE 
THE WORD "RECEIVED" IS GOVERNING, THE U.S. EORCES, THEY 
EXPLAINED, WERE NOT PROHIBITED FROM DISPUTING ANY BILL 
ON THE BASIS THAT SPECIEIC SERVICES HAD NOT BEEN 
RECEIVED. WE ADMITTED THAT "RECEIVED" WAS MORE BENEFICIAL 
TO US, BUT THAT IT DID NOT COMPLETELY RESOLVE OUR 
PROBLEM: IT MERELY POSTPONES ANY CONTROVERSY. THE 
GREEKS COUNTERED, SAYING THAT OUR CONCERNS WERE REALLY 
UNEOUNDED SINCE "VESSELS AND AIRCRAFT OPERATED BY OR 
EXCLUSIVELY EOR THE U.S. EORCES" ENJOY THE IMMUNITY OE 
STATE VESSELS AND AIRCRAFT AND WOULD NOT, IN ANY EVENT, BE 
SUBJECT TO SUCH CHARGES. THEY MENTIONED THAT ANY FURTHER 
MODIEICATIONS IN THE PROVISION WOULD REQUIRE EINANCE 
MINISTRY APPROVAL, AND IMPLIED THAT SUCH AN INVOLVEMENT 
MIGHT FURTHER UNRAVEL THE SOLA. 

3. THE EORMULATION THE GREEKS COULD NOW ACCEPT IS: 

"1. VESSELS AND AIRCRAFT OPERATED BY OR EXCLUSIVELY 
EOR THE UNITED STATES EORCES AND SERVICE VEHICLES OE 
SUCH EORCES SHALL BE EREE EROM TAXES, DUES, DUTIES, 

AND OTHER CHARGES, PROVIDED THAT SUCH EXEMPTION SHALL 
NOT EXTEND TO CHARGES EOR MATERIALS AND SERVICES 
RECEIVED." 

4. COMMENT: WE INTEND TO TRY AT LEAST ONE MORE TIME 
TO GET GREEK ACCEPTANCE OE A MEANINGEUL MODIEIER FOR 
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"SERVICES". HOWEVER, IF WE ARE UNSUCCESSEUL, WE WOULD 
LIKE BY OOB, MAY 14, WASHINGTON APPROVAL TO ACCEPT 
TEXT IN PARA 3 ABOVE SINCE, AS THE GREEKS POINTED OUT, 

IT DOES NOT PRECLUDE CONTESTING INDIVIDUAL BILLS WHEN 
TENDERED. 

KUBISCH 
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